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STATUTES PERTAINING TO FOSTER CARE LICENSURE 
 

71-1901. Terms, defined. For purposes of sections 71-1901 to 71-1906.01: 
(1) Person includes a partnership, limited liability company, firm, agency, association, or corporation; 
(2) Child means an unemancipated minor; 
(3) Department means the Division of Public Health of the Department of Health and Human Services; 
(4) Foster care means engaged in the service of exercising twenty-four-hour daily care, supervision, custody, or control over 

children, for compensation or hire, in lieu of the care or supervision normally exercised by parents in their own home. Foster care 
does not include casual care at irregular intervals or programs as defined in section 71-1910; and 

(5) Native American means a person who is a member of an Indian tribe or eligible for membership in an Indian tribe. 
Source:  Laws 1943, c. 154, § 1, p. 563; R.S.1943, § 71-1901; Laws 1945, c. 171, § 1, p. 548; Laws 1961, c. 415, § 25, p. 

1258; Laws 1984, LB 130, § 13; Laws 1987, LB 386, § 1; Laws 1993, LB 121, § 425; Laws 1995, LB 401, § 24; Laws 1995, LB 
451, § 1; Laws 1996, LB 1044, § 583; Laws 1997, LB 307, § 171; Laws 2001, LB 209, § 19; Laws 2002, LB 93, § 7; Laws 2008, 
LB797, § 12. Operative date July 18, 2008. 

 
71-1902.  Foster care; license required; training required; license renewal; fees; license revocation; procedure. 

Except as otherwise provided in this section, no person shall furnish or offer to furnish foster care for two or more children 
from different families without having in full force and effect a written license issued by the department upon such terms and 
conditions as may be prescribed by general rules and regulations adopted and promulgated by the department. The department 
may issue a time-limited, nonrenewable provisional license to an applicant who is unable to comply with all licensure 
requirements and standards, is making a good faith effort to comply, and is capable of compliance within the time period 
stated in the license. The department may issue a time-limited, nonrenewable probationary license to a licensee who agrees to 
establish compliance with rules and regulations that, when violated, do not present an unreasonable risk to the health, safety, 
or well-being of the foster children in the care of the applicant. No license shall be issued pursuant to this section unless the 
applicant has completed the required hours of training in foster care as prescribed by the department. 

All nonprovisional and nonprobationary licenses issued under sections 71-1901 to 71-1906.01 shall expire two years 
from the date of issuance and shall be subject to renewal under the same terms and conditions as the original license, except 
that if a licensee submits a completed renewal application thirty days or more before the license's expiration date, the license 
shall remain in effect until the department either renews the license or denies the renewal application. No license issued 
pursuant to this section shall be renewed unless the licensee has completed the required hours of training in foster care in the 
preceding twelve months as prescribed by the department. For the issuance or renewal of each nonprovisional and 
nonprobationary license, the department shall charge a fee of fifty dollars for a group home, fifty dollars for a child-caring 
agency, and fifty dollars for a child-placing agency. For the issuance of each provisional license and each probationary 
license, the department shall charge a fee of twenty-five dollars for a group home, twenty-five dollars for a child-caring 
agency, and twenty-five dollars for a child-placing agency. A license may be revoked for cause, after notice and hearing, in 
accordance with rules and regulations adopted and promulgated by the department. 

For purposes of this section: 
(1) Foster family home means any home which provides twenty-four-hour care to children who are not related to the 

foster parent by blood or adoption; 
(2) Group home means a home which is operated under the auspices of an organization which is responsible for 

providing social services, administration, direction, and control for the home and which is designed to provide twenty-four-
hour care for children and youth in a residential setting; 

(3) Child-caring agency means an organization which is incorporated for the purpose of providing care for children in 
buildings maintained by the organization for that purpose; and 

(4) Child-placing agency means an organization which is authorized by its articles of incorporation and by its license to 
place children in foster family homes. 

Source:  Laws 1943, c. 154, § 2, p. 564;  R.S.1943, § 71-1902;  Laws 1945, c. 171, § 2, p. 549;  Laws 1949, c. 207, § 1, 
p. 595;  Laws 1961, c. 415, § 26, p. 1258;  Laws 1982, LB 928, § 52;  Laws 1984, LB 130, § 14;  Laws 1987, LB 386, § 2;  
Laws 1988, LB 930, § 1;  Laws 1990, LB 1222, § 12;  Laws 1995, LB 401, § 25;  Laws 1995, LB 402, § 1;  Laws 1995, LB 
451, § 2;  Laws 2001, LB 209, § 20;  Laws 2002, LB 93, § 8. 

 
71-1903.  Foster care; investigation by department; State Fire Marshal; fee; criminal history record information 

check. (1) Before issuance of a license under sections 71-1901 to 71-1906.01, the department shall cause such investigation 
to be made as it deems necessary to determine if the character of the applicant, any member of the applicant's household, or 
the person in charge of the service and the place where the foster care is to be furnished are such as to ensure the proper care 
and treatment of children. The department may request the State Fire Marshal to inspect such places for fire safety pursuant to 
section 81-502. The State Fire Marshal shall assess a fee for such inspection pursuant to section 81-505.01, payable by the 
licensee or applicant for a license, except that the department may pay the fee for inspection for fire safety of foster family 
homes as defined in section 71-1902. The department may conduct sanitation and health standards investigations pursuant to 
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subsection (2) of this section. The department may also, at any time it sees fit, cause an inspection to be made of the place 
where any licensee is furnishing foster care to see that such service is being properly conducted. 

(2) The department shall make an investigation and report of all facilities and programs of licensed providers of foster 
care programs subject to this section or applicants for licenses to provide such programs to determine if the place or places to 
be covered by such licenses meet standards of health and sanitation set by the department for the care and protection of the 
child or children who may be placed in such facilities and programs. The department may delegate the investigation authority 
to qualified local environmental health personnel. 

(3) Before the foster care placement of any child in Nebraska by the department, the department shall require a national 
criminal history record information check of the prospective foster parent of such child and each member of such prospective 
foster parent's household who is eighteen years of age or older. The department shall provide two sets of legible fingerprints 
for such persons to the Nebraska State Patrol for submission to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The Nebraska State 
Patrol shall conduct a criminal history record information check of such persons and shall submit such fingerprints to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation for a national criminal history record information check. The criminal history record 
information check shall include information from federal repositories of such information and repositories of such 
information in other states if authorized by federal law. The Nebraska State Patrol shall issue a report of the results of such 
criminal history record information check to the department. The department shall pay a fee to the Nebraska State Patrol for 
conducting such check. Information received from the criminal history record information check required under this 
subsection shall be used solely for the purpose of evaluating and confirming information provided by such persons for 
providing foster care or for the finalization of an adoption. A child may be placed in foster care by the department prior to the 
completion of a criminal history record information check under this subsection in emergency situations as determined by the 
department. 

Source:  Laws 1943, c. 154, § 3, p. 564;  R.S.1943, § 71-1903; Laws 1945, c. 171, § 3, p. 549;  Laws 1961, c. 415, § 27, 
p. 1259; Laws 1967, c. 446, § 2, p. 1388;  Laws 1983, LB 498, § 2;  Laws 1985, LB 447, § 37;  Laws 1987, LB 386, § 3;  
Laws 1988, LB 930, § 2;  Laws 1991, LB 836, § 28;  Laws 1995, LB 401, § 26;  Laws 1995, LB 451, § 3;  Laws 1996, LB 
1044, § 584;  Laws 1997, LB 307, § 172; Laws 1997, LB 622, § 101;  Laws 2001, LB 209, § 21;  Laws 2002, LB 93, § 9;  
Laws 2004, LB 1005, § 66;  Laws 2007, LB296, § 497. Operative date July 1, 2007 

 
71-1904.  Rules and regulations; waiver of training requirements; when. (1) The department shall adopt and 

promulgate rules and regulations pursuant to sections 71-1901 to 71-1906.01 for (a) the proper care and protection of children 
by licensees under such sections, (b) the issuance, suspension, and revocation of licenses to provide foster care, (c) the 
issuance, suspension, and revocation of probationary licenses to provide foster care, (d) the issuance, suspension, and 
revocation of provisional licenses to provide foster care, (e) the provision of training in foster care, which training shall be 
directly related to the skills necessary to care for children in need of out-of-home care, including, but not limited to, abused, 
neglected, dependent, and delinquent children, and (f) the proper administration of sections 71-1901 to 71-1906.01. 

(2) The training required by subdivision (1)(e) of this section may be waived in whole or in part by the department for 
persons operating foster homes providing care only to relatives of the foster care provider. Such waivers shall be granted on a 
case-by-case basis upon assessment by the department of the appropriateness of the relative foster care placement. The 
department shall report annually to the Health and Human Services Committee of the Legislature the number of waivers 
granted under this subsection and the total number of children placed in relative foster homes. 

Source:  Laws 1943, c. 154, § 4, p. 564;  R.S.1943, § 71-1904;  Laws 1945, c. 171, § 4, p. 550;  Laws 1961, c. 415, § 28, 
p. 1259;  Laws 1990, LB 1222, § 13;  Laws 1995, LB 401, § 27;  Laws 1995, LB 402, § 2; Laws 1995, LB 451, § 4;  Laws 
2001, LB 209, § 22;  Laws 2002, LB 93, § 10;  Laws 2003, LB 54, § 1. 

 
71-1905.  Violation; penalty. Any person who violates any of the provisions of sections 71-1901 to 71-1906.01 shall be 

deemed guilty of a Class III misdemeanor. 
Source:  Laws 1943, c. 154, § 5, p. 564;  R.S.1943, § 71-1905;  Laws 1945, c. 171, § 5, p. 550;  Laws 1977, LB 39, § 

163;  Laws 1995, LB 451, § 5;  Laws 2001, LB 209, § 23;  Laws 2002, LB 93, § 11. 
 
71-1906.  Native American foster homes; legislative intent. In order to achieve the goals and further the purposes of 

the federal Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978 and the Nebraska Indian Child Welfare Act, it is the intent of the Legislature 
that Native American families have the option to meet separate licensing standards for Native American foster homes located 
outside the boundaries of any Indian reservation or tribal service area as defined in section 43-1503. 

Source:  Laws 1995, LB 451, § 6;  Laws 1999, LB 475, § 4. 
 
71-1906.01.  Native American foster homes; rules and regulations. The department may adopt and promulgate rules 

and regulations establishing separate licensing standards for Native American foster homes located outside the boundaries of 
any Indian reservation or tribal service area as defined in section 43-1503. The department shall, in consultation with the 
Commission on Indian Affairs, develop appropriate standards for the licensing of such foster homes. Such standards shall 
comply with the federal Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978, 25 U.S.C. 1901 et seq., the Nebraska Indian Child Welfare Act, 
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and all other applicable federal and state laws. 
Source:  Laws 1995, LB 451, § 7;  Laws 1999, LB 475, § 5. 
 
71-1906.02 and 71-1906.03.  Repealed. Laws 2002, LB 93, s. 27. 
 
71-1907.  Child passenger restraint; requirements; violation; penalty. Any person furnishing foster care who is 

subject to licensure under section 71-1902, when transporting in a motor vehicle any children for whom care is being 
furnished, shall use an approved child passenger restraint system for each child, except that an occupant protection system as 
defined in section 60-6,265 may be used for any child six years of age or older. 

Any person violating this section shall be guilty of an infraction as defined in section 29-431 and shall have his or her 
license to furnish foster care revoked or suspended by the Department of Health and Human Services. 

For purposes of this section, approved child passenger restraint system shall mean a restraint system which meets Federal 
Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 213 as developed by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, as such standard 
existed on July 20, 2002. 

Source:  Laws 1982, LB 69, § 1;  Laws 1987, LB 386, § 4;  Laws 1992, LB 958, § 10;  Laws 1993, LB 370, § 475;  Laws 
1995, LB 401, § 28;  Laws 1996, LB 1044, § 586;  Laws 1997, LB 307, § 174;  Laws 2000, LB 410, § 3;  Laws 2002, LB 
1073, § 3. 

 
STATUTES RELATING TO OFFENSES INVOLVING THE FAMILY RELATION 

 
28-711. Child subjected to abuse or neglect; report; contents; toll-free number. (1) When any physician, medical 

institution, nurse, school employee, social worker, or other person has reasonable cause to believe that a child has been 
subjected to child abuse or neglect or observes such child being subjected to conditions or circumstances which reasonably 
would result in child abuse or neglect, he or she shall report such incident or cause a report of child abuse or neglect to be 
made to the proper law enforcement agency or to the department on the toll-free number established by subsection (2) of this 
section.  Such report may be made orally by telephone with the caller giving his or her name and address, shall be followed 
by a written report, and to the extent available shall contain the address and age of the abused or neglected child, the address 
of the person or persons having custody of the abused or neglected child, the nature and extent of the child abuse or neglect or 
the conditions and circumstances which would reasonably result in such child abuse or neglect, any evidence of previous 
child abuse or neglect including the nature and extent, and any other information which in the opinion of the person may be 
helpful in establishing the cause of such child abuse or neglect and the identity of the perpetrator or perpetrators.  Law 
enforcement agencies receiving any reports of child abuse or neglect under this subsection shall notify the the department 
pursuant to section 28-718 on the next working day by telephone or mail. 

(2) The department shall establish a statewide toll-free number to be used by any person any hour of the day or night, any 
day of the week, to make reports of child abuse or neglect. Reports of child abuse or neglect not previously made to or by a 
law enforcement agency shall be made immediately to such agency by the department. 

Source: Laws 1977, LB 38, §150; Laws 1979, LB 505, §2; Laws 1982, LB 522, §4; Laws 1988, LB 463, §43; Laws 2002, LB 
1105, §432; Laws 2005, LB 116, §2. Effective date September 4, 2005. 
 

28-725. Information, report; confidential; violation; penalty. All information of the department concerning reports of child 
abuse or neglect of noninstitutional children, including information in the tracking system of child protection cases maintained 
pursuant to section 28-715 or records in the central register of child protection cases maintained pursuant to section 28-718, and all 
information of the department generated as a result of such reports or records, shall be confidential and shall not be disclosed 
except as specifically authorized by the Child Protection Act and section 81-3126 or other applicable law. The subject of the report 
of child abuse or neglect may authorize any individual or organization to receive the following information from the central 
register of child protection cases maintained pursuant to section 28-718 which relates or pertains to him or her: (1) The date of the 
alleged child abuse or neglect; and (2) the classification of the case pursuant to section 28-720. Permitting, assisting, or 
encouraging the unauthorized release of any information contained in such reports or records shall be a Class V misdemeanor. 

Source:  Laws 1979, LB 505, § 13; Laws 1982, LB 522, § 8; Laws 2002, LB 642, § 7; Laws 2005, LB 116, § 17; Laws 2008, 
LB782, § 2. Effective date March 11, 2008. 

 
28-726. Information; access. Except as provided in this section and sections 28-722 and 81-3126, no person, official, or 

agency shall have access to information in the tracking system of child protection cases maintained pursuant to section 28-715 or 
in records in the central register of child protection cases maintained pursuant to section 28-718 unless in furtherance of purposes 
directly connected with the administration of the Child Protection Act. Such persons, officials, and agencies having access to such 
information shall include, but not be limited to: 

(1) A law enforcement agency investigating a report of known or suspected child abuse or neglect; 
(2) A county attorney in preparation of a child abuse or neglect petition or termination of parental rights petition; 
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(3) A physician who has before him or her a child whom he or she reasonably suspects may be abused or neglected; 
(4) An agency having the legal responsibility or authorization to care for, treat, or supervise an abused or neglected child or a 

parent, a guardian, or other person responsible for the abused or neglected child's welfare who is the subject of the report of child 
abuse or neglect; 

(5) Any person engaged in bona fide research or auditing. No information identifying the subjects of the report of child abuse 
or neglect shall be made available to the researcher or auditor; 

(6) The State Foster Care Review Board when the information relates to a child in a foster care placement as defined in 
section 43-1301. The information provided to the state board shall not include the name or identity of any person making a report 
of suspected child abuse or neglect; 

(7) The designated protection and advocacy system authorized pursuant to the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill 
of Rights Act of 2000, 42 U.S.C. 15001, as the act existed on January 1, 2005, and the Protection and Advocacy for Mentally Ill 
Individuals Act, 42 U.S.C. 10801, as the act existed on September 1, 2001, acting upon a complaint received from or on behalf of a 
person with developmental disabilities or mental illness; 

(8) The person or persons having custody of the abused or neglected child in situations of alleged out-of-home child abuse or 
neglect; and 

(9) For purposes of licensing providers of child care programs, the Department of Health and Human Services. 
Source:  Laws 1979, LB 505, § 14; Laws 1982, LB 522, § 9; Laws 1988, LB 463, § 47; Laws 1990, LB 1222, § 1; Laws 1992, 

LB 643, § 2; Laws 1994, LB 1035, § 7; Laws 1997, LB 119, § 4; Laws 2001, LB 214, § 2; Laws 2002, LB 642, § 8; Laws 2005, 
LB 116, § 18; Laws 2007, LB296, § 39; Laws 2008, LB782, § 3. Effective date March 11, 2008. 

 
STATUTES RELATING TO STATE FIRE MARSHAL - GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(Italicized language may affect the License of a Provider of a Child Care Program) 
 
81-502. State Fire Marshal; fire prevention and safety; duties; delegation of authority to local fire prevention 

personnel; rules and regulations; compliance; late penalty. (1) It shall be the duty of the State Fire Marshal, under authority of 
the Governor: 

(a) To enforce all laws of the state relating to the suppression of arson and investigation of the cause, origin, and 
circumstances of fires; 

(b) To promote safety and reduce loss by fire; 
(c) To make an investigation for fire safety of the premises and facilities of: 
(i) Liquor establishments for which a license or renewal of a license is sought, upon request of the Nebraska Liquor Control 

Commission, pursuant to section 53-119.01; 
(ii) Licensed foster care facilities or applicants for licenses for foster care facilities, upon request by the Department of Health 

and Human Services, pursuant to section 71-1903; 
(iii) Licensed providers of programs or applicants for licenses to provide such programs, upon request of the Department of 

Health and Human Services, pursuant to section 71-1913. The State Fire Marshal shall report the results of the investigation to the 
department within thirty days after receipt of the request from the department; 

(iv) Licensed hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, intermediate care facilities, or other health care facilities which are licensed 
under the Health Care Facility Licensure Act or applicants for licenses for such facilities or institutions, upon request by the 
Department of Health and Human Services, pursuant to section 71-441; and 

(v) Mobile home parks for which a license or renewal of a license is sought, upon request of the Department of Health and 
Human Services, pursuant to section 71-4635; and 

(d) After a careful study and investigation of relevant data, to adopt, promulgate, alter, and enforce, through inspections and 
code compliance, orders, rules, and regulations covering: 

(i) The prevention of fires; 
(ii) The storage, sale, and use of flammable liquids, combustibles, and fireworks; 
(iii) Electric wiring and heating, protection equipment devices, materials, furnishings, and other safeguards within the 

structure necessary to promote safety and reduce loss by fire, and the means and adequacy of exits, in case of fire, in assembly, 
educational, institutional, residential, mercantile, office, storage, and industrial-type occupancies as such structures are defined in 
the National Fire Protection Association, Pamphlet Number 101, and associated pamphlets, and all other buildings, structures, 
and enclosures in which numbers of persons congregate from time to time for any purpose whether privately or publicly owned; 

(iv) Design, construction, location, installation, and operation of equipment for storing, handling, and utilization of liquefied 
petroleum gases, specifying the odorization of such gases and the degree thereof; 

(v) Chemicals, prozylin plastics, X-ray nitrocellulose films, or any other hazardous material that may now or hereafter exist; 
(vi) Tanks used for the storage of regulated substances pursuant to the Petroleum Products and Hazardous Substances Storage 

and Handling Act; and 
(vii) Accessibility standards and specifications adopted pursuant to section 81-5,147. 
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(2) The State Fire Marshal may enter into contracts with private individuals or other agencies, boards, commissions, or 
governmental bodies for the purpose of carrying out his or her duties and responsibilities pursuant to the Arson Reporting 
Immunity Act, the Nebraska Natural Gas Pipeline Safety Act of 1969, and sections 81-502 to 81-541.01, 81-5,132 to 81-5,146, and 
81-5,151 to 81-5,157. 

(3) The State Fire Marshal may delegate the authority set forth in this section to qualified local fire prevention personnel. The 
State Fire Marshal may overrule a decision, act, or policy of the local fire prevention personnel. When the State Fire Marshal 
overrules the local personnel, such local personnel may follow the appeals procedure established by sections 81-502.01 to 81-
502.03. Such delegation of authority may be revoked by the State Fire Marshal for cause upon thirty days' notice after a hearing. 

(4) The State Fire Marshal, first assistant fire marshal, and deputies shall have such other powers and perform such other 
duties as are set forth in sections 81-501.01 to 81-531 and 81-5,151 to 81-5,157 and as may be conferred and imposed by law. 

(5) The rules and regulations adopted and promulgated pursuant to subdivision (1)(d) of this section may conform generally 
to the standards recommended by the National Fire Protection Association, Pamphlet Number 101, known as the Life Safety Code, 
and associated pamphlets, but not when doing so would impose an unduly severe or costly burden without substantially 
contributing to the safety of persons or property. This section and the rules and regulations adopted and promulgated pursuant to 
subdivision (1)(d) of this section shall apply to existing as well as new buildings, structures, and enclosures. Such rules and 
regulations shall also apply to sites or structures in public ownership listed on the National Register of Historic Places but without 
destroying the historic quality thereof. 

(6) Plans for compliance with the rules and regulations adopted and promulgated pursuant to subdivision (1)(d) of this 
section shall be reviewed by the State Fire Marshal. Plans submitted after remodeling or construction has begun shall be 
accompanied by a penalty of fifty dollars in addition to the plan review fee set out in subdivision (4)(a) of section 81-505.01. 

Source:  Laws 1925, c. 183, § 2, p. 479; C.S.1929, § 81-5502; R.S.1943, § 81-502; Laws 1947, c. 313, § 1, p. 949; Laws 
1967, c. 446, § 3, p. 1389; Laws 1969, c. 794, § 1, p. 3000; Laws 1972, LB 782, § 1; Laws 1973, LB 180, § 1; Laws 1976, LB 
986, § 3; Laws 1981, LB 266, § 2; Laws 1982, LB 792, § 1; Laws 1983, LB 498, § 5; Laws 1984, LB 130, § 15; Laws 1985, LB 
253, § 9; Laws 1986, LB 217, § 12; Laws 1987, LB 459, § 6; Laws 1989, LB 215, § 18; Laws 1993, LB 251, § 4; Laws 1993, LB 
348, § 79; Laws 1993, LB 377, § 7; Laws 1995, LB 401, § 44; Laws 1996, LB 1044, § 837; Laws 1997, LB 307, § 215; Laws 
1999, LB 594, § 70; Laws 2000, LB 819, § 153; Laws 2007, LB296, § 728. Operative date July 1, 2007. 

 
81-505.01. State Fire Marshal; establish and assess fees; procedures. (1) The State Fire Marshal shall establish and 

assess fees not to exceed the actual costs for the performance of services by the State Fire Marshal or by qualified local fire 
prevention personnel to whom the State Fire Marshal has delegated authority to perform such services. Prior to establishing 
or altering such fees, the State Fire Marshal shall hold a public hearing on the question of the adoption of or change in fees. 
Notice of such hearing shall be given at least thirty days prior thereto (a) by publication in a newspaper having general 
circulation in the state and (b) by notifying in writing the head of any agency or department having jurisdiction over facilities 
that would be subject to the fees. Fees for services performed by the State Fire Marshal shall be paid to the State Fire 
Marshal and shall be remitted to the State Treasurer for credit to the State Fire Marshal Cash Fund. Fees for services 
performed by local fire prevention personnel shall be paid directly to the office of the local fire prevention personnel. 

(2) The fee for inspection for fire safety of any premises or facility pursuant to section 81-502 shall be not less than 
twenty-five nor more than one hundred fifty dollars and shall be paid by the licensee or applicant for a license. The fee for 
inspection for fire safety of the same premises or facility made within twelve months after the last prior inspection shall be 
not less than twenty-five nor more than one hundred fifty dollars and shall be paid by the licensee or applicant for a license. 
The fees for inspection for fire safety of foster family homes as defined in section 71-1902 may be paid by the Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

(3) The fee for providing investigation reports to insurance companies shall not exceed three dollars for each report 
provided. The State Fire Marshal may charge an amount not to exceed the actual cost of preparation for any other approved 
information release. 

(4)(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b) of this subsection, the fee for reviewing plans, blueprints, and shop drawings 
to determine compliance with rules and regulations adopted and promulgated pursuant to section 81-502 shall be assessed 
according to the following schedule: 

 
TOTAL VALUE OF PROPOSED 

STRUCTURE OR IMPROVEMENT 
FEE 

$1 - $5,000 $5.00 
$5,001 - $25,000 $5.00 for the first $5,000.00 plus $2.00 for each additional $5,000.00 or fraction 

thereof. 
$25,001 - $50,000 $15.00 for the first $25,000.00 plus $2.00 for each additional $5,000.00 or fraction 

thereof. 
$50,001 - $100,000 $25.00 for the first $50,000.00 plus $1.00 for each additional $5,000.00 or fraction 

thereof. 
$100,001 - $200,000 $35.00 for the first $100,000.00 plus $1.00 for each additional $10,000.00 or fraction 
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thereof. 
$200,001 or more $50.00 for the first $200,000.00 plus $1.00 for each additional $10,000.00 or fraction 

thereof, except that the total fee shall not exceed $500.00. 
 

(b) The fees set out in subdivision (a) of this subsection shall not be assessed or collected by any political subdivision to 
which the State Fire Marshal has delegated the authority to conduct such review and which reviews plans, blueprints, or shop 
drawings to determine compliance with such political subdivision's own fire safety regulations. Nothing in this subdivision 
shall be construed to prohibit such political subdivision from assessing or collecting a fee set by its governing board for such 
review. 

(c) An additional fee equal to fifty percent of the fee charged pursuant to subdivision (a) of this subsection shall be 
assessed for reviewing plans, blueprints, and shop drawings to determine compliance with the accessibility standards and 
specifications adopted pursuant to section 81-5,147, except that the additional fee assessed pursuant to this subdivision shall 
not exceed two hundred fifty dollars. 

Source: Laws 1983, LB 498, § 7; Laws 1986, LB 471, § 1; Laws 1988, LB 893, § 10; Laws 1988, LB 930, § 3; Laws 1993, 
LB 251, § 6; Laws 1993, LB 377, § 8; Laws 1996, LB 1044, § 839; Laws 1997, LB 307, § 216. 

 
STATUTES RELATING TO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

 
81-3126. Chief executive officer; disclosure of information relating to certain children authorized; limitations; release 

of criminal history record check results. (1) For purposes of this section: 
(a) Chief executive officer means the chief executive officer of the Department of Health and Human Services; 
(b) Child abuse or neglect has the same meaning as in section 28-710; 
(c) Child fatality means the death of a child from suspected abuse, neglect, or maltreatment as determined by the county 

coroner or county attorney; 
(d) Department means the Department of Health and Human Services; 
(e) Director means the Director of Children and Family Services; 
(f) Division means the Division of Children and Family Services of the Department of Health and Human Services; and 
(g) Near fatality means a case in which an examining physician determines that a child is in serious or critical condition as the 

result of sickness or injury caused by suspected abuse, neglect, or maltreatment. 
(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of state law, the chief executive officer or director may disclose information 

regarding child abuse or neglect and the investigation of and any services related to the child abuse and neglect if the chief 
executive officer or director determines that such disclosure is not contrary to the best interests of the child, the child's siblings, or 
other children in the household, and any one of the following factors is present: 

(a) The alleged perpetrator of the child abuse or neglect has been charged with committing a crime related to the report of 
child abuse or neglect maintained by the division; 

(b) A judge, a law enforcement agency official, a county attorney, or another state or local investigative agency or official has 
publicly disclosed the provision of services related to or the investigation of the child abuse or neglect; 

(c) An individual who is the parent, custodian, foster parent, provider, or guardian of the victim or a child victim over fourteen 
years of age has made a prior knowing, voluntary, public disclosure; 

(d) The information relates to a child fatality or near fatality; 
(e) The information is released to confirm, clarify, or correct information concerning an allegation or actual instance of child 

abuse or neglect which has been made public by sources outside the department; or 
(f) A child who is in the custody of the department is missing from his or her placement, in which case the chief executive 

officer or director may release the name and physical description of the child. 
(3) Information that may be disclosed includes, but is not limited to, child placement, whether in-home or out-of-home, terms 

of contact, hearing dates, the reason for removal from parents or placement, the number of placements and type, permanency 
objectives, court-ordered services or other services provided by the division, and status of the court process. The following 
information shall not be released by the chief executive officer or director absent a court order: Date of birth, social security 
number, protected health information, the name of the person who made the report of child abuse or neglect pursuant to section 28-
711, and names of foster parents, unless the foster parent is the alleged perpetrator. 

(4) The chief executive officer or director may release the results of criminal history record checks that have been completed 
by the division as authorized by law. 

(5) For purposes of this section, the best interests of the child, the child's siblings, or other children in the household does not 
allow the disclosure of information that would impede a pending or current criminal investigation by a law enforcement agency. 

(6) The division may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations to carry out this section. 
Source:  Laws 2008, LB782, § 1. Effective date March 11, 2008. 
 


